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P R E F A C E  I 

The  H i s to r i c  R.esources Inventory  of B y r a m  w a s  funded  by t h e  G r e e n w i c h  C o m m u n i t y  

Deve lopmen t  P rog ram th rough  a g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  U. S. D e p a r t m e n t  of Housing a n d  Urban  

Deve lopmen t .  T h e  opinions and  c o n t e n t s  he r e in  a r e  t h e  responsibi l i ty  of t h e  consu l t an t s ,  

R e n e e  Kahn Assoc i a t e s ,  a n d  d o  no t  necessar i ly  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  opinions o r  posi t ion of t h e  

Town of Greenwich ,  t h e  Greenwich  C o m m u n i t y  Deve lopmen t  P rog ram,  o r  t h e  U. 5. 

D e p a r t m e n t  of Housing a n d  Urban  Deve lopmen t .  

The  d a t a  r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  ava i l ab l e  to t h e  consu l t an t s  at t h e  t i m e  of t h e  

stludy, a n d  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  revis ion as n e w  s o u r c e s  appea r .  

We would l ike  t o  exp re s s  ou r  t hanks  t o  t h e  many peop le  whose  a s s i s t a n c e  and  

knowledge  m a d e  t h i s  p r o j e c t  possible. C r e d i t  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a t i on  of t h i s  s t udy  g o e s  t o  Nancy  

C. Brown,  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Greenwich  C o m m u n i t y  Deve lopmen t  Program.  Especial ly  

helpful  w a s  A l i ce  Du t ton ,  who  provided h i s to r i ca l  i n fo rma t ion  and  r a r e ,  old photographs .  

Also ass i s t ing  us w i th  photographic  i n fo rma t ion  w e r e  Tad  Taylor ,  J u n e  Cur l ey ,  Yvonne 

March fe lde r ,  a n d  John  C a r r o t t .  O t h e r  h i s t o r i c  i n fo rma t ion  w a s  provided by G e o r g e  F r e y ,  

Nancy Reynolds ,  and  t h e  m a n y  Byram re s iden t s  who vo lun t ee red  i n fo rma t ion  on t h e i r  

corn muni ty  , neighbor  hoods, a n d  homes.  

Also he lpfu l  i n  o u r  r e s e a r c h  w e r e  t h e  s t a f f s  of t h e  Assessor 's O f f i c e ,  t h e  Town Clerk 's  

O f f i c e ,  and  t h e  Planning a n d  Zoning Commiss ion ,  a l l  of t h e  Town of Greenwich ,  t h e  



Greenwich Library, t h e  Por t  Ches te r  Library,  and t h e  en t i r e  s t a f f  of t h e  Greenwich 

Community Development Program. 

Respectfully submit ted ,  

R e n e e  Kahn Associates 

Steven Hirschberg 
R e n e e  Kahn 
Nils Kerschus 



T H E  HISTORY OF BYRAM 

Loca t i on  

Byrarn is  a n  un inco rpo ra t ed  v i l l age  i n  t h e  Town of Greenwich ,  C o n n e c t i c u t .  I t  

c o m p r i s e s  t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  pen insu la  a t  t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r  of t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  as 

such ,  is  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  po in t  of t h e  rnairrland of  Connec1.icut.  T h e  a r e a ,  wh ich  cons i s t s  of 

o v e r  740 a c r e s  - (o r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  s q u a r e  mi le ) ,  i s  bounded  o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  by Long  Is land 

Sound a n d  on  t h e  w e s t  by t h e  Byrarn River .  T h e  n o r t h e r n  boundary  is  no t  so we l l  de f i ned ,  

s i n c e  t h e  a r e a  r e m a i n e d  th ick ly  wooded  un t i l  t h e  1960's. T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  boundary  s e e m s  to 

h a v e  been  Tom's  Brook (also known as Bloody R i v e r  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e  o p e r a t e d  

by L e a n d e r  Meacl) which  t o d a y  r u n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n  dump.  T h e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  i s  bounded  

by a n  i m a g i n a r y  l i n e  running t o  t h e  southwt:st o f  t h e  brook,,  f r o m  t h e  P o s t  R o a d  e n t r a n c e  of 

Byrarn School  to t h e  r a i l r oad  b r i dge  at  R i t c h  Avenue.  In add i t ion ,  t h e r e  a r e  s i x  o f f - sho re  

i s lands  i n  Long  Is land Sound t h a t  a r e  u s ~ ~ a l l y  inc luded  as p a r t  of Byram.  Moving in  a 

n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  t h e y  a re :  C a l v e s  Is land,  She l l  I s land ,  S h o r e  (Gaer tner ' s )  Is land,  G a m e  

C o c k  Island, Fa rwe l l ' s  (Pernbroke)  Island, a n d  R i t c h  (Gardner ' s  o r  Nissen's) Island. 

Byrarn's ne ighbo r s  inc lude  t h e  Village of P o r t  C h e s t e r ,  N e w  York ,  l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  

By ram R i v e r  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  Chickahorn iny ,  l o c a t e d  to t h e  n o r t h e a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  Post R o a d  

and  t h e  r a i l r oad ,  a n d  Pernberwick  wh ich  is l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  no r th ,  a b o v e  t h e  P o s t  Road .  

Pe rnbe rwick  ha s  c l o se  h i s to r ica l  a n d  soc i a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  Byrarn and  h a s  o f t e n  been  

cons ide r ed  i t s  n o r t h e r n  ex tens ion .  This  s t u d y ,  howeve r ,  will  c o v e r  Byram be low t h e  P o s t  

Road.  

R u r a l  Byrarn: P r e -h i s t o ry  to 1851 

Byrarn w a s  o n c e  a p a r t  of t h e  p r i n ~ e v a l  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  wi lderness .  Its n a t u r a l  

f e a t u r e s  a r e  s t i l l  ev iden t ,  if p e r h a p s  d imin i shed  and  1es:j va r i ed  t h a n  t h e y  o n c e  w e r e .  



Byram's hilly topography ranges  f r o m  numerous rocky r e e f s  visible at low t i d e  t o  boulders 

capping i t s  higher hills at 110 f e e t  above  sea level. I t  was  no t  originally in t e r rup ted  by six- 

l ane  highways or  infilled for  various o the r  uses as i t  is today. T h e r e  were  swamps,  ponds, 
N 

and s t r e a m s  of seasonal  o r  perennial  nature.  T h e  v e g e t a t i v e  cove r  was  most ly  a virgin 

f o r e s t  of oak,  ches tnut ,  a n d  hickory in t h e  dr ier  a r e a s ,  w i th  maple,  a s h  and  beech  in moi s t e r  

locations. T h e  mos t  r emarkab le  d i f f e rence  b e t w e e n  today and t h e n  was  t h e  va r i e ty  of 

wildlife, especial ly t h e  presence  of l a rge  predators:  cougars ,  wolves, bea r s  and,  of course ,  

m a n  himself. 1 

T h e  Indians who lived in t h e  vicinity of Byram w e r e  of t h e  Miossehassaky t r ibe ,  o n e  of 

t h e  Siwanoys, a branch of t h e  Mohegan Indians. These  t r ibes  w e r e  preceded by a m o r e  

sea fa r ing  group known as t h e  C o a s t a l  Indians, who w e r e  wiped o u t  by smallpox epidemics  

c o n t r a c t e d  f rom European t r ade r s  in t h e  ea r ly  1600's, prior t o  a c t u a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e  

Indians apparant ly  used Byram as pa r t  of the i r  hunting ground. The  neares t  Indian vi l lage 

was  ac ross  t h e  harbor f rom Byram Point  on Manursing Island in Rye. 2 

The advent  of t h e  European s e t t l e m e n t  in  t h e  a r e a  began wi th  t rading posts on t h e  

Byram River. This  is supposedly how Byram go t  i t s  name: t h e  Indians would "buy rum" f r o m  

t h e  t r a d e r s  in  exchange fo r  goods. Another theory  states t h a t  t h e r e  was  an  e a r l y  fami ly  by 

t h e  n a m e  of Byram in t h e  area .  Needless t o  say ,  t h e  "buy rum" t radi t ion  i s  m o r e  popular. 

'The ear l ies t  s e t t l e r  mentioned in t h e  Byram a r e a  i s  Thomas  Lyon, Sr. (1621-1690). His 

n a m e  f i r s t  appea r s  in town records  wi th  t h e  town  g ran t ing  t o  him and  his a t to rney ,  John 

Banks, 300 a c r e s  in  lower Byram Neck in 1676, and 6 0  a c r e s  t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  Pos t  R o a d  

and t o  t h e  east of Byram ~ i v e r . ~  Local  fami ly  t radi t ion  c la ims t h a t  King Char l e s  I of  

England granted  60  a c r e s  t o  Lyon in 1 6 4 0 . ~  In any  case Thomas  Lyon (Sr. o r  Jr.) built  t h e  

sa l tbox house t h a t  is s t i l l  s tanding today s o m e t i m e  be tween  1640 and  1700. I t  i s  possible, 

t he re fo re ,  t h a t  th is  s t r u c t u r e  is t h e  o ldes t  remaining house in Greenwich.  T h e  house 

originally stood on  t h e  no r th  s ide  of  t h e  Pos t  Road  a long wi th  i t s  barns  and o t h e r  out -  

buildings. In 1927 i t  was  moved as a resul t  of  t h e  widening of t h e  Pos t  Road. 



Unfortunately,  i t  is obscured by shrubbery in i t s  new location,  on t h e  south s ide  of t h e  

highway, agains t  Byram Hill. 

The Lyon Homesread Sca l loped  Sh ing l e s  

covering t h e  house. I 

was enlarged by t h e  addition of a 1 s tory  sect ion t o  t h e  r e a r  and both were  incorporated 

under t h e  common r e a r  slope of the  roof. O t h e r  f e a t u r e s  include t h e  massive chimney, a n  

When Thomas Lyon, Sr. died, he  was buried in the  family c e m e t e r y  at t h e  corner of I 
Byram Shore Road and Byram Dock S t ree t .  In those  days i t  marked t h e  southern terminus of I 

1 

I I 

I 

1 ;  
j 

Byram Road, which begins opposite the  Lyon Homestead.  Byram Road is  the  oldest  road in 

interior winding s t a i rcase  and reproductions of t h e  original scalloped cypress  shingles I 1 
1 1  

.---- 
Byram, with t h e  excpet ion of t h e  Post  Road. Unti l  urban development commenced in t h e  

-2 

185Qts, i t  was  t h e  only thoroughfare in  t h e  area .  In 1837 the re  were  approximately t e n  

houses along t h e  road - today,  only t h r e e  survive: t h e  Lyon house; 11170 o n  t h e  corner  of ' 

PI--_ . _ , I 
I 

Nickel S t ree t ,  which i s  a small  2% story whi te  clapboarded house with low ceilings and smal l  j 
! 

windows; and 11225, a vernacular c o t t a g e  near  t h e  railroad tracks. The  Mead Homestead 



across f rom t h e  cemete ry  was  demolished long ago. This family i s  t h e  second oldest family 

historically associated wi th  Byram, and thei r  land was t h e  f i rs t  t o  undergo urbanization. 

The Voorhis Homestead,  located on R i t c h  Avenue near t h e  turnpike bridge, w a s  also 

built in t h e  ear ly  1800's. Situated at t h e  tradit ional  boundary between Byram and Greenwich 

(or more  specifically, Belle Haven), this homestead was  reached by another road, which ran 

t o  t h e  southwest of Torn's Brook . 
The Industrial Revolution foreshadowed t h e  imminent urbanization of Byram. In 1840 

William and  Thomas Ri tch  commenced quarrying operations on Byram Shore o n  t h e  present 

s i t e  of Byram Park. More important  than this development was t h e  establishment of t h e  

Eagle Foundry by William Abendroth and Philip Rollhaus. This industrial concern,  located 

directly across the  Byrarn River, in Por t  Chester ,  manufactured stoves,  furnaces  and 

cooking utensils. The construction of t h e  railroad in 1847 signalled real  urban growth f o r  

Por t  Chester .  This, in turn ,  made t h e  empty  land on t h e  Connect icut  side of t h e  river r ipe 

f o r  development. 



Byram's Early Urban Growth ,  185 1- 1876 

Byram's f i r s t  r e a l  e s t a t e  developer w a s  William Provost  of Rye. In June  of 1851 

Provost  purchased t h e  "River lot" f r o m  Jonas  Mead fo r  $1,409.37Y2. The  proper ty  con ta ined  

a l i t t l e  over f i v e  ac res .  In April of t h e  next  yea r  he purchased t h e  "Millfield", l oca ted  

be tween  t h e  River  lot  and t h e  ra i l road  - th is  t o t a l e d  e igh t  a c r e s  and  c o s t  $2,518.j  Provost  

ca l l ed  his subdivison "Eas t  Por t  Ches ter"  and  divided t h e  land i n t o  a b o u t - 7 0  lots - mos t  of 

t h e m  measur ing  50 by 100 f e e t .  A typica l  deed  fo r  one  of t h e s e  lo t s  s t a t e s  t h a t  " the  

G r a n t e e  shall not  e r e c t  a dwell ing house on t h e  premises  of less  value than  s ix  hundred 

dollars  and a l so  t h a t  no  s laughterhouse ,  boneboiling es tabl i shment  o r  o t h e r  nuisance  shal l  

ever b e  e r e c t e d  o r  a l lowed on t h e  This r e s t r i c t ive  c l ause  p reven ted  t h e  a r e a  

f rom becoming a shan ty  town wi th  g lue  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  o t h e r  d isagreeable  land uses. 

The  s t r e e t s  of th is  subdivision w e r e  laid o u t  in t h e  fami l ia r  grid p a t t e r n  common to 

urban areas .  T h e  original  s t r e e t s  were: Water  S t r e e t ,  Church S t r e e t  (named a f t e r  t h e  now 

demolished Presbyter ian  Church  of Por t  Ches ter ) ,  U'illiam S t r e e t ,  Mill S t r e e t ,  Armonk 

S t r e e t  and C h e r r y  S t r e e t  (Henry St ree t ) .  Highland S t r e e t  which today i n t e r s e c t s  Abendroth  

Avenue was  originally ca l led  Church S t r e e t  a f t e r  t h e  Presbyter ian  Church  in Por t  Ches te r .  

A drawbridge ac ross  t h e  r iver  cont inued t h e  s t r e e t  t o  t h e  Connec t i cu t  side. In 1857 t h i s  

bridge was removed a n d  ano the r  was  built  f r o m  Mill S t r e e t  in Byram extending through t h e  

Abendroth proper ty  t o  Nor th  Main S t r e e t  in Por t  Ches ter .  This enabled  Mill S t r e e t ,  (named 

a f t e r  t he  old t i da l  mill), t o  become  a more  e f f e c t i v e  throroughfare.  A t  abou t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  

a n  e a s t w a r d  extens ion  of Mill S t r e e t ,  f i r s t  ca.lled t h e  Eas t  Por t  C h e s t e r  R o a d  and  eventual ly  

Delavan Avenue, w a s  being buil t  through J o n a s  Mead's land to Byram Road  a t  t h e  R i t c h  

quarry.  Water  S t r e e t  w a s  t h e  second most  i m p o r t a n t  s t r e e t ,  a n d  para l le led  t h e  river. The  

southern  end, a n d  much of i t s  subsequent  extension,  is somet imes  l i te ra l ly  "Water  Street". 

Since i t  l ies only t w o  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  m e a n  high t i d e  i t  is t h e r e f o r e  subjec t  t o  flooding f r o m  

s t o r m  t ides.  William S t r e e t  might  have  been named  a f t e r  Provost  himself a n d  Armonk 

(S t ree t )  was t h e  Indian n a m e  for  t h e  Byram River .  



The second subdivison in Byram came about in 1863 when the  e s t a t e  of Thomas M. 

Lyon sold off a portion of his property: 120 lots each averaging 50 f e e t  in width. This 

development was known a s  "Lyonsvillel'. The subdivision consisted of Water S t ree t  from t h e  

railroad north t o  Byram Road, with Henry S t ree t  parallel t o  i t  on t he  ridge above. South 

New and New Streets  were t h e  cross s t reets ,  each  climbing s teep  hills. 

Mead Avenue was laid out in 1868 by Henry Kelly, who had acquired a large t r ac t  of 

land known as ''CliftonI1, extending from the  river t o  the  Sound. In order t o  reach his 

property, he had t o  build a road from t h e  East Port  Chester Road (Delavan Avenue) south 

through lands owned by Jonas Mead and J ames  Peck who were both monetarily compensated 

for t he  "damages" t o  their  land.7 This property was not fur ther  developed until t h e  1880's. 

Architecture: Revivals t o  Vernacular 

Houses built during this period in Byram tended t o  follow the  Greek Revival and 

Italianate styles. Although t h e  Greek Revival period of popularity is  generally placed 

between 1815 and 1840, t h e  s tyle  seems t o  have lingered t o  t he  Civil War in Byram and i t s  

neighboring communities. Typical Greek Revival houses have low pitched, pedimented or  

partially pedimented gables facing t h e  s t reet .  The  entrances  often have transoms and 

sidelights, and there  is frequently a horizontal a t t i c  window. Another character is t ic  

t rea tment  is t he  use of a classical columned or pilastered porch. Most of Byram's Greek 

Revival houses have been extensively altered with t h e  best  examples remaining on 11 Henry 

S t ree t  and 41 South Water Street .  

11 Henry S t r e e t  41 South Water S t r e e t  



T h e  I t a l i ana te  s ty l e  is eas ier  t o  distinguish. I t s  pr imary  f e a t u r e  is a very low pitched 

roof wi th  wide e a v e s  and  o rnamen ta l  b racke t s  underneath .  Large houses c a n  b e  q u i t e  grand 

wi th  towers  and balconies,  but  Byram's houses a r e  small  and t h e r e f o r e  simpler .  O n e  can  

distinguish t w o  va r i an t s  of th i s  s ty l e  a s  i t  w a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  in Byrarn. T h e  most  common,  hip- 

roofed  version is bes t  exemplif ied by 4 Arrnonk S t ree t .  Less common was  t h e  low-pitched 

gab le  roof wi th  b r a c k e t s  and en tab la tu re  windows, a good example  of which i s  37 South 

Wate r  S t r ee t .  

4 Armonk Street 37 South Water Street 

The  French Second Empire s ty l e  (1865-1875) was  a lso  very popular in surrounding 

communi t i e s  but  f e w  examples  were  built  in Byram. This s ty le  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a roof 

wi th  two  slopes t o  al l  four  sides, t h e  lower o n e  being much s t eepe r  than  t h e  o the r .  "Breezy 

Hill", t h e  main res idence  of t h e  Berrian homes tead  on South Water  S t r e e t ,  was  buil t  in th is  

s ty l e ,  but  i t  unfor tunate ly  burned down in 1913. Although "Mansard Mania" swep t  t h e  nat ion 

in t h e  yea r s  following t h e  Civll War, t h e  f a d  never  s e e m e d  t o  t a k e  hold in Byram. A var i an t  

of th is  s ty l e  can  b e  found in an  a t t r a c t i v e  mult i-family dwell ing at 141-143 Nor th  Water  

S t r ee t .  This house, t e r m e d  a "Halifax Mansard", exhibi t s  a s teeply  sloped roof at t h e  f ron t  



elevation,  while the  rea r  elevation reveals only a slight slope. The only t r u e  example,  

however, of t h e  French Second Empire is  s i tuated on  By ram Dock S t ree t .  

141-143 N o r t h  Water  S t r e e t  

-- - 

Byram Dock S t r e e t  

Another s ty le  which enjoyed l i t t le  popularity was t h e  Gothic Revival style.  It was 

character ized by sharply pointed gables and t a l l  s lender windows c rea t ing  a n  overa l l  ver t ica l  

e f f e c t .  Its only real  representa t ive  today is  t h e  fo rmer  St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 

Church. Gothic  influence is also noticed in 119 North Water S t ree t ,  a n  example  of a 

"Downing Cottage". 

/ 119 Nor th  Water  S t r e e t  "A Symmet r i ca l  B r a c k e t e d  C o t t a t e "  
from A. J. Downing1 s The A r c h i t e c t u r e  

o f  Coun t ry  Houses ,  1850 .  



Many houses, of course ,  never  f i t  any  par t icular  s ty le .  Some  w e r e  very plain f r o m  

the i r  inception;  o t h e r s  have  been s t r ipped of the i r  d is t inc t ive  f e a t u r e s  through remodel l ing  - 
and st i l l  o t h e r s  have a unique s t y l e  a l l  t he i r  own. These  houses a r e  col lec t ive ly  t e r m e d  

"vernacular". They c a n  be  very plain o r  very  dist inct ive.  An example  of  t h e  l a t t e r  is  t h e '  

"double house" at  1 4 1 6  William S t r e e t .  Among t h e  in t e re s t ing  de ta i l s  a r e  t h e  sma l l  

polygonal do rmers  ancl t h e  wood siding shaped  to re semble  c u t  s tone.  

The  Social and Econon2ic - Base 

The  population of this  newly urbanized communi ty  was predominate ly  of Yankee  stock.  

The 1867 map,  for  example ,  shows 6 3  dwellings; abou t  t w o  th i rds  of t h e  names  a r e  of 

Yankee  (i.e. English) der iva t ion  with su rnames  such a s  Grigg, R i t c h ,  Hubbard and Weed. The  

remaining su rnames  a r e  equally spl i t  b e t w e e n  German  names ,  such a s  Schupp a n d  

Rodemaker ,  and Irish n a m e s  such as Sullivan and Murray. T h e  German  inf luence  was  

increasing steadily.  O n e  indicat ion was  t h e  f i r s t  church  built  in Byram, St. Paul's C e r m a n  

Evangelical Lutheran  C:hurch, built  in 18166 on t h e  corner  of Water  and William Stree ts .  T h e  

land for  th is  church  plus p a r t  of t h e  c o s t  of i t s  cons t ruc t ion  was dona ted  by William 

Abendroth  and  Philip Rollhaus,  both of G e r m a n  origin. Thei r  s tove  foundry in Por t  C h e s t e r  

was undoubtedly t h e  main  reason for  t h e  l a rge  numbers  of German  immigran t s  in th is  a rea .  

Another source  of employment  was t h e  M e r t z  Woodworking Mill, a l so  founded by G e r m a n s  in  

1872 on t h e  P o r t  C h e s t e r  s ide  of t h e  r iver .  

By t h e  t i m e  t h e  1876 Centennia l  was  ce l eb ra t ed ,  Byram had grown i n t o  a thriving 

communi ty  of roughly 500 residents. T h e  Eas t  P o r t  C h e s t e r  School d i s t r i c t  was  fo rmed  in 

1856 with 94 chi ldren  - just f ive  years  a f t e r  Provost  began sel l ing his 1ots.l Severa l  grocery  

s t o r e s  appea red  on Mill S t r e e t  during th i s  t ime:  Wessel's, Kiley's and  Wiegand's, but  t h e  

major i ty  of commerc ia l  and industr ial  ac t iv i ty  was  st i l l  loca ted  in Por t  Ches te r .  Ou t s ide  

the  village, development  was a lso  occurring.  In 1870 Sylvester  Hill and John Voorhis began 

quarrying opera t ions  on the i r  proper t ies  which were  loca ted  t o  t h e  e a s t  of Ri tch ' s  quarry.  



The road between Byram Road and t h e  Voorhis Homestead was opened up at about  t h e  s a m e  

t ime ,  and is known today a s  R i t c h  Avenue. 

An Expanding Community,  1876- 1900 

Following t h e  depression years  of t h e  18701s, t h e  Centennia l  marked t h e  s t a r t  of a new 

period of rapid growth. The  f i rs t  subdivision of th is  e r a  was t h a t  of John Brooks who divided 

his property south of Breezy Hill in 1878. These lots  varied in  s ize  f rom t h e  common 118 

a c r e  lots  (50' by 100') t o  Y2 a c r e  lots. The  s t r e e t s  t h a t  he  opened up w e r e  River S t r e e t  

(ult imately changed t o  South Water St ree t ) ,  Hervey S t r e e t ,  J a m e s  S t r e e t  and  Peck Avenue. 

The last  t w o  were  probably named a f t e r  J a m e s  Peck, t h e  fo rmer  owner of t h e  property. 

In 1879 Andrew Merr i t t  and William Talbot ag reed  t o  build a private road or "driftway" 
V 

on  t h e  borderline of thei r  propert ies on Byram Road. Each owner gave up a s t r ip  of ad jacen t  

land 10 f e e t  by 700 f e e t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  20 foot  wide "Pleasant Avenue" which was soon 

changed to Talbot Lane, a s  i t  is  known i ~ d a ~ . ~  Both sold off thei r  land piecemeal  - lo t  by 

I lot  over t h e  years s o  t h e r e  was never any subdivision in t h e  usual sense  of t h e  word. 
\I 

The las t  two  decades of t h e  19th century  in  Byram w e r e  marked by t h e  extensive  

influence of two men: Milo Mead and William Tingue. In 1879, Jonas  Mead died and his 142 

a c r e  f a r m  was divided between his sons Mark and Milo. Mark acquired t h e  shorefront  

property and Milo received t h e  inland property including t h e  homestead. In 1885 Milo 

subdivided p a r t  of his land in to  "Meadville" - a 46 lo t  division with lots  averaging 118 of a n  

ac re ,  obviously intended for  t h e  buyer of modest  income. Over  subsequent years  Milo would 

become known for selling reasonably priced lots, but  "Meadville" was destined t o  become a 

phantom real  e s t a t e  development. I t  was  never fully developed excep t  for  t h e  building of 

t w o  streets:  At lant ic  Avenue (soon changed t o  J a m e s  S t ree t ,  of which i t  was a logical 

extension) and Tingue Street .  

In 1880 Milo subdivided his land adjacent  to "East Por t  C hesterl '  i n to  79 lo ts  and cal led  

.it "New Lebanon". His fasc inat ion with this  name  was said t o  s t e m  from his feeling t h a t  t h e  



cedar  t r e e s  of Cliff Avenue (not  his land, incidental ly)  reminded him of t h e  Cedars  of 

Lebanon in t h e  Bible. I t  is evident  t h a t  Milo was  a religious man,  not  uncommon fo r  a rura l  

Yankee of those  days. hilead was not  c o n t e n t  with merely naming subdivisions, and t r ied ,  

unsuccessfully, t o  change t h e  n a m e  of t h e  e n t i r e  communi ty  t o  New Lebanon. Milo's 

subdivision, "New Lebanon", was  basically a n  extension of Eas t  P o r t  Ches te r .  William S t r e e t  

and  Church S t r e e t  w e r e  extended t o  Mead Avenue a n d  Division S t r e e t  was  opened up, 

toge the r  wi th  i t s  subordinate dead end s t r e e t s ,  O a k  and  Cedar ,  ( la ter  changed t o  Kirby 

Street) .  Milo also subdivided land on t h e  e a s t e r n  s ide  of Mead Avenue in to  12 lots ,  and  in 

1892 he  subdivided more  land on t h e  sou the rn  s ide  of Delavan Avenue in to  18 lots. 

William Tingue, a well-known businessman of t h e  Por t  Ches te r  a r e a ,  owned t h e  

Hawthorne Woolen Mills in Glenville. H e  w a s  as much enamored of "Hawthorne1' as Milo 

Mead was of "New Lebanon". In 1879 Tingue leased 24 a c r e s  o n  t h e  end  of Byram Point 

f rom Marinus Willett.  This prec ip i ta ted  t h e  resor t  es tabl ishment  of "Hawthorne Beach" 

which was t h e  local  bathing beach of i t s  day. 

In 1883 Tingue bought t h e  llClifton" proper ty  and sold 23 shorefront  a c r e s  t o  Char le s  

Mallory who had t h e  proper ty  divided in to  t h r e e  estates for  himself and  his t w o  sons. Tingue 

subdivided t h e  river sec:tion of "Clifton" in 1885, calling i t  "Cedar Cliff": i t  was comprised 

of Cliff Avenue (named fo r  t h e  f i f t y  foot  high precip ice  over  t h e  r iver) ,  River Avenue (also 

cal led Hawthorne  Avenue), and t h e  southern  end of Mead Avenue. The interior  lo ts  ranged 

in s i ze  f rom YL t o  Y2 acre .  Most of these  w e r e  soon subdivided by the i r  buyers, people of 

modest  means. Apparently real izing this, Tingue sold off t h e  r iverside portion in lo ts  of 50 

foo t  f rontage  in his amel7ded subdivision m a p  in  1889. The r iverside portion of Cliff Avenue 

and River Avenue w e r e  eventually changed t o  South Water S t ree t .  

Tingue bought a cclnsiderable amount  o f  land f rom Mark Mead. In 1886 he  purchased 

abou t  35 shorefront  a c r e s  which he sold off quickly. Eventually t h e  Milbank, Teagle,  and 

Hirschhorn e s t a t e s  evolved f r o m  t h e  f u r t h e r  buying and selling of this  land. In this s a m e  

year  a new road was  built along t h e  boundary line of Tingue's land and t h a t  of Milo Rilead. 



This s t r e e t  was called "Sound View Avenue" and, together  with the  older s t r e e t s  i t  

connected,  i t  eventually became known as Byram Shore Road. 

Tingue also bought eleven inland ac r e s  f rom Mark Mead in 1889. Calling his 

subdivision "Meadlawn", he  divided t h e  land into 66 118 a c r e  lots. In naming t h e  new s t ree t s ,  

he adhered t o  a specific "theme", in this case t rees ;  t h e  s t r e e t s  were Beech, Spruce, Pine, 

Cedar  and Chestnut. 

There were a number of smaller subdivisons of land during this era. In 1886 Daniel 

Lyon died and his heirs quickly divided his desirable shorefront property. Seth  Mead divided 

his land north of the  railroad in 1890 into 26 lo ts ,average 118 a c r e  in size. As in Tingue's 

Meadlawn, th is  subdivision had s t ree t s  named according t o  a theme,  in this case minerals: 

Gold, Silver and Nickel. In 1894 Caroline Lyon Smith divided her land into 118 a c r e  lots near 

t h e  northern terminus of Byram Road. The new s t r ee t s  here  were  Smith S t ree t  and  Sherman 

Avenue, both named a f t e r  her deceased husband. Except for several  lots on Byram Road, 

this subdivision was undeveloped until t h e  19201s, t h e  extremely s teep  hill having perhaps 

discouraged earlier  development. 

Architecture: The Flamboyant Age 

During this period archi tectural  styles popular before t he  Centennial began t o  lose 

favor. The t r u e  hallmark of th is  era's residential construction is t h e  Queen Anne style. This 

is t r ue  especially in Byram where other s tyles  never approached its popularity. The 

character is t ic  Queene Anne house exhibits a picturesque, asymmetr ical  massing of shapes, 

and a variety of textures.  The more fanciful houses have a proliferation of gables, turre ts ,  

and porches. The texture  c an  also be t rea ted  extravagently with clapboards and ornamental  

shingles. Also in evidence was ornamental  woodwork in gable peaks and on t he  porches. 

Unfortunately, these  distinguishing character is t ics  a r e  prime ta rge t s  for  removal or 

concealment in the  "modernization" of old houses. Structures  frequently acquired 

successive coverings of asphalt ,  asbestos and aluminum siding. 



There  a r e  st i l l  s o m e  Queen Anne houses  in Byram t h a t  r e t a in  the i r  original 

appearance .  Examples a r e  30 Mead Avenue, notable  for  i t s  shingle work a n d  53 Mead 

Avenue which h a s  in t e re s t ing  porch and  gab le  peak  ornamenta t ion .  The  larger  Queen  Anne 

houses have suffered! m o r e  t h a n  t h e  modes t  ones. 

30 Mead Avenue 53  Mead Avenue 

The  Teagle  house on Byram Shore Road  was  r ecen t ly  demolished,  a vic t im of "modern 

taste1'.  Original ly t h e  res idence  of William Tingue,  i t  was a large ,  sprawling s t r u c t u r e  wi th  

many towers  and  a full-length verandah. The  Henry Mallory house, a l s o  on Byram Shore  

Road,  is s t i l l  in ex i s t ence ,  a l though i t  i s  s o m e w h a t  a l te red .  I t  is a n  example  of a "Shingle 

Style" var iant  of t h e  Queen  Anne,, which emphasized  t h e  use  of wooden shingles and  

"naturalI1 mater ia ls .  10 

Diversi ty in Social and  Econornic Growth  -- 
A t  t h e  tu rn  of t h e  century ,  Byram had grown in to  an increasingly mult i-ethnic 

community.  The  t w o  l a rges t  groups t h e n  w e r e  t h e  Yankees and t h e  Germans ,  e a c h  wi th  

abou t  140 famil ies.  The  Slovaks and Scandinavians (mostly Danish and  some  Swedish) both  



had about 40 famil ies  a s  did t h e  ear l ier  arrivals, t h e  Irish. The smaller  groups included t h e  

Italians with f i f t een  families and t h e  Poles with ten.  Sacred H e a r t  Roman Cathol ic  Church 

was formed as a mission of St. Mary's in Greenwich t o  minister to t h e  Catholics of this 

heterogeneous community. The church was built in 1890 on Henry S t ree t  and b e c a m e  a 

parish in 1900. . 

Community faci l i t ies  continued t o  b e  introduced to make t h e  a r e a  more 'self-reliant'. 

Milo Mead's af fect ion fo r  t h e  n a m e  "New Lebanon" is evident in his dealings with t h e  

f i remen and t h e  school distr ict .  F i r e  protection was f i rs t  organized in 1891. The members 

adopted t h e  name "New Lebanon Engine and Hose Company Ill" in 1892 when Milo indicated 

t h a t  he would donate  property fo r  a f i r e  house. This agreement  did not  las t  very long, due  

to a n  apparent  disagreement between t h e  parties. The  members  changed t h e  n a m e  t o  

"Protection Engine and Hose Company f 1", and t h e  Town of Greenwich built a firehouse fo r  

them on Mill S t r e e t  in 1893. This f irehouse originally had a sixty-foot high tower ,  a 

spindled corner tu r re t ,  and decorat ive  shingles in t h e  Queen Anne style. This building l a te r  

housed t h e  Byram Library and now s i t s  vacant. 

Byram Branch Libra ry  P r o t e c t i o n  E.&H,Co,//l: C. 1893 



Milo finally did g e t  something named "New Lebanon" when he  donated  land f o r  a new 

school building. New Lebanon school was  finished in 1894 a n d  was  on  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  present  

Byram Shubert  Librar~y. William Tingue was  a lso  boosting his n a m e  for  t h e  communi ty ,  

"Hawthorne". H e  succeeded in ge t t ing  t h e  post  o f f i c e  named  Hawthorne  even  though i t  was 

only a branch of Por t  Chester ' s  Post  Off ice .  A t  t h e  turn of t h e  c e n t u r y  then,  Byram was  

known by t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  names  - none of t h e m  "Byram". The  most  common,  of course ,  was 

East P o r t  Ches te r  because  t h e  associat ion wi th  t h e  neighboring New York communi ty  was  

st i l l  very strong. 

The quar r i e s  r eached  the i r  zen i th  during th is  period. There  were  at l eas t  seven 

s e p a r a t e  quarr ies  in opera t ion  most  of t h e m  along t h e  nor thern  s t r e t c h  of Byram Shore. 

Although many local churches  a r e  said t o  have  been built f rom rock f rom these  quarr ies ,  

most  of i t  was shipped o u t  of town. The  STone was  supposed t o  have  been used o n  t h e  

const ruct ion  of t h e  S t a t u e  of Liberty,  and severa l  o f f i ce  buildings in New York City. The  

most  popular recol lec t ion  is  t h a t  t h e  foundation for  t h e  Brooklyn Bridge, finished in 1883, 

was built f rom "Byram Bluestone", as t h e  local  s t o n e  was  commercia l ly  known. 

The  Zenith of Byram's Development  1900- 1925 

This period was  o n e  of continuous g rowth  m a d e  possible by a healthy f inancial  c l i m a t e  

and abundant  c h e a p  labor during t h e  peak of immigra t ion  i n t o  t h e  country .  In Byram t h e r e  

were  a number of extens ions  and resubdivisions, a s  well as severa l  l a rge  new rea l  e s t a t e  

ventures. In 1903 Milo Mead opened up "Meadlawn Extension" which ex tended  Pine S t ree t .  

The northern-most  lo t s  of the  old "Lyonsville" subdivision were  redivided along t h e  river by 

Maurice Dillon in 1905 and a t  Nor.th Water  S t ree t ' s  in tersec t ion  wi th  Byram Road in 1909 by 

Daniel Fuhr. 

Milo Mead sold seven a c r e s  between Tingue S t r e e t ,  Delavan Avenue, and Byram Shore 

Road in 1906 t o  Nathan tMcKinne)/ who subdivided t h e  a r e a  in to  Yz a c r e  lots. The turnpike  

took most  of  this  proper ty  and six houses on t h e  co rne r  of Tingue S t r e e t  and Delavan Avenue 

a r e  t h e  only r emnan t s  of  this  par t icular  venture .  



Charles Lounsbury and Fred Ponty of Port  Ches te r  were 'pa r tne r s  in severa l  rea l  e s t a t e  

developments in this  area .  In 1908 they  laid ou t  Overlook Park consisting of about  th i r ty  

lots, 118 of a n  a c r e  in average  size. The s t r e e t s  opened up were  Wessels Place,  named a f t e r  

t h e  influential  Wessels family,  and Richard S t ree t .  Wessels Place is loca ted  on a rock ledge 

which requires a s t e e p  cl imb in e i the r  direction. Most residents st i l l  use Overlook Park as 

their  address. 

Lounsbury and Ponty opened up "Cherry Hill Park" in 1911 as a subdivision of t h e  

former  William Ri tch  f a r m  on Byram Road. There  w e r e  52 lots  averaging 118 ac re .  The  

s t r e e t s  opened up were  Richland Road, probably named a f t e r  Ri tch ,  and Oxer  Place  - named 

a f t e r  Esther Oxer ,  his daughter ,  who owned t h e  Ri tch  Homestead and t h e  nor thern  half of 

t h e  farm. At  about  t h e  s a m e  t ime ,  Greenwich developer Timothy Loughlin opened up 

"Byram Cres t  Park" t o  t h e  immedia te  south  of Cherry  Hill Park, and laid ou t  98 lo ts  of 118 

a c r e  size. The s t r e e t s  opened up were  High S t ree t ,  View S t r e e t  and Ivy S t ree t .  

In 1913 a f i r e  destroyed t h e  main Berrian house a t  Breezy Hill. The  par t ia l  subdivision 

of this  property resulted in t h e  opening up of Berrian S t r e e t  in 1914. In t h e  s a m e  year a 

portion of t h e  old Brooks subdivision was redivided by local builder Stephan Stephansen in to  

16 lots  on Hervey S t ree t ,  Mead Avenue and t h e  newly const ructed Prospect  S t ree t .  The  las t  

subdivison of th is  period was  Highland Park which divided up t h e  Oxer  property in 1919. The  

s t r e e t s  constructed here  were  Highland Road,  Smith  S t r e e t  and Sherman Avenue, both 

originating in t h e  old Smith  subdivision of 1894. 

, 
Architecture: A Proliferat ion of Styles  

The a rch i t ec tu re  of this  period shows a decline in t h e  final "Victorian" s ty le ,  t h e  

Queen Anne, and t h e  ascendance of t h e  Colonial Revival  and other  ec lec t i c  styles. The  

Queen Anne s ty le  lingered in Byram almost  t o  the  Fi rs t  World War. These houses o f t en  had 

a variety of classical detai ls  showing t h e  transit ion t o  t h e  Colonial Revival  style.  Examples 

of l a t e  Queen Anne houses a r e  t h e  tu r re ted  dwelling a t  7 Tingue S t ree t  and a similar house 



a t  349 Delavan  Avenue. The  house nex t  door a t  8351  shows t h e  prevai l ing neo-classical 

i n f luence  in t h e  p i l la red  porch  posts.  

7 Tingue Street 349 & 351 Delavan Avenue 

Tile Colonial  Rev iva l  evolved  f r o m  t h e  Q u e e n  Anne s t y l e  which  had t a k e n  on m o r e  

c lass ica l  i n f luence  fol lowing t h e  1893 Co lumbian  Exposi t ion in Chicago.  This  '!white ci ty" of 

c lass ica l  t e m p l e s  s igna led  a des i r e  t o  sirnplify t h e  Victorian emphas i s  on excess .  While s o m e  

did look very much  l i ke  18th  c e n t u r y  Georg i an  houses,  rnost exhib i ted  t h e  Q u e e n  Anne  

legacy  of a s syme t r i ca l  massing of shapes ,  w i t h  t h e  addit ion of c lass ica l  de ta i l s .  Vany  

Colonial  Reviva l  houses had hip or  gambre l  roofs .  Examples  of hipped roof Colonia l  Reviva l  

houses a r e  no t ed  on Wessels  P l a c e  a n d  125, 129, 13 1, a n d  135 Byrarn Road.  An e x a m p l e  of a 

gambre l  roofed  dwell ing is  9 O x e r  Place.  T h e  "Anchorage," on  Byram P a r k  p rope r ty ,  is a n  

e x a m p l e  of Colonial  Reviva l  mansion. 

The  Neo-Renaissance  s t y l e  becarne  r a t h e r  popular during th is  period.  T h e  Neo- 

Rena i s sance  is  inost  c o m m o n  in c o m m e r c i a l  blocks, t e n e m e n t  houses, a n d  row houses. In 

many  c a s e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  bui l t  a d j a c e n t  lo o n e  ano the r ,  which l e a v e s  only t h e  f ron t  

e l eva t ion  visible. The  bes t  row of co rnmerc i a l  buildings in Byram is a t  251-261 Mill S t r e e t  

and  lncludes t w o  brick buildings wi th  typ ica l  Neo-Renaissance  de ta i l .  



The Bungalow s tyle  is a heterogeneous one combining e lements  of Oriental ,  Swiss, and 

Shingle s ty le  archi tecture .  I t  was  developed in Southeast  Asia by Europeans adapt ing t o  t h e  

c l imate  by building one story dwellings wi th  wide porches, low-pitched roofs, and mater ia ls  

suggesting a "natural" look. The s tyle  was very popular in t h e  years  before  and a f t e r  World 

War I. Examples of i t  in  Byrarn are at  2 and 8 High S t r e e t  and 134 Mead Avenue. On  41 

Richland Road t h e r e  i s  a variant  of t h e  bungalow which c a n  b e  t e rmed  llSwiss Chalet." This 

house has t h e  s a m e  sweeping roofline of t h e  bungalow, but  he re  t h e  second floor with i t s  

projecting balcony is more  prominent. 

Byram has a number of houses which c a n  b e  classified as "Mediterranean Villas." The 

most prominent example i s  t h e  Shubert mansion at Hawthorne Beach. The notable  fea tu res  

of this house a r e  t h e  low-pitched, t i led roof and t h e  projecting, arcaded, t w o  s tory  loggia. 

No survey of t h e  s t ruc tu res  of Byram built before  1925 would be  comple te  without 

mentioning th ree  fairly recent ly  demolished mansions. The  Clifford Mallory house and t h e  

Milbank house, together  wi th  t h e  Teagle residence previously mentioned w e r e  t h e  t h r e e  

most spectacular  mansions on Byram Shore. 

Milbank House (demolished) The Teagle Estate 

(main house demolished) 



The Cl i f fo rd  Mallory house was built just a f t e r  t h e  tu rn  of t h e  cen tu ry  in t h e  Queen 

Anne style. I t  was a large,  c u t  s tone  and  s l a t e  shingled s t r u c t u r e  with a high, rounded 

tower. The Milbank house was built in 1901 by t h e  Mertz  company, a local  f i rm responsible 

for  a g r e a t  many high quali ty residential  (and c ivic  s t ructures .  I t  had a l a rge  red  t i led tower  

t h a t  was designated on navigational  c h a r t s  as a landmark. I t  is worth noting t h a t  many of 

th is  country's mos t  e l abora te  buildings were  built during th is  e r a  due  t o  a combination of 

abundant and inexpensive labor and mater ia ls ,  and craf tmanship  of a high order ,  ingredients 

which a r e  in shor t  supply today. .This makes  t h e  loss of t h e s e  s t ruc tu res  even more  

regrettable.  

Byram's Ethnic Diversity 

The e thn ic  base of Byram expanded and diversified great ly  during t h e  f i r s t  quar te r  of 

t h e  twen t i e th  century. The most  a c t i v e  groups were  t h e  Germans,  t h e  Slovaks, and the  

Danes. By 1920 t h e  di rec tory  shows about  190 German famil ies  in Byram. Although they 
I 

lived in most  a r e a s  of t h e  village, t h e r e  w e r e  concentra t ions  on William S t r e e t  near t h e  

German Church and t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  south  of J a m e s  S t ree t ,  focusing on t h e  Cedar  Cliff 

subdivision, "Dutchtown." The  Germans had severa l  places fo r  social  gatherings-among 

them,  Schnautz's Hall on t h e  corner  of William and South Water St ree ts ,  Doll's Germania  

Hall on Mill S t r e e t  ( the  dist inctive c e n t e r p i e c e  of Byram's archi tec tura l ly  bes t  commercia l  

row), and t h e  now demolished New Lebanon Hall  located across  t h e  s t r ee t .  Some of t h e  

German socie t ies  of t h a t  e r a  were  t h e  Germania  Benevolent Society,  t h e  Eas t  P o r t  Ches te r  

Maennerchor, and t h e  DeutscheUnterhaltung.  

The Slovak population increased rapidly a f t e r  1900. Most of Byram's Slovaks were  

Lutherans and they organized St. Paul's Slovak Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1902. In t h e  

following year Milo Mead donated t w o  lots  on  Delavan Avenue and also donated t h e  s tone 

for  t h e  foundation on t h e  condition t h a t  "New Lebanon" b e  included on  t h e  cornerstone.  The  

Sokol Lodge 117, a gymnastic organization,  was  organized in 1898 in Por t  Ches te r  and soon 



was located on Mill S t r e e t  in Byram. The Sokol Wreath  #5 ,  a n  auxiliary t o  t h e  lodge, was  

founded in 1901. The  Sokol Lodge has  over  300 members  today a n d  i s  o n e  of t h e  mos t  a c t i v e  

e thn ic  organizations in t h e  a rea .  By 1920 t h e  Slovaks had increased t o  abou t  150 famil ies  

wi th  concentra t ions  on North Water S t r e e t ,  lower  Henry S t r e e t ,  and  t h e  Division S t r e e t  

a rea .  

In 1900 St .  Peter ' s  Danish Evangelical Church  was  built on Division S t r e e t  on land 

donated  by Milo Mead ( the  church  had been organized th i r ty  yea r s  before). In 1906 t h e  

Danes  laid t h e  corners tone  fo r  the i r  clubhouse on Delavan Avenue on land a lso  donated  by 

Mead. In apprecia t ion  f o r  his philanthropy t h e  Danish Club commissioned C a r l a  Chr is tensen,  

well-known Danish a r t i s t  in Copenhagen,  to fashion a bronze relief o f  Milo Mead f rom a 

photograph. Included was  t h e  inscription "The Sage of New Lebanon." Milo died l a t e r  on in 

t h e  s a m e  year.11 By 1920 t h e r e  were  about  75 famil ies  of Scandinavian origin in Byrarn; 

most  of t h e s e  w e r e  Danish, but  t h e r e  w e r e  a l so  s o m e  Swedes and  Norwegians. The , 

Norwegians had the i r  own soc ie ty  "EidsvoldI1 which was  organized in 1906. The  larges t  

concentra t ion  of Scandinavians was  ironically in llDutchtown." 

Othe r  e thn ic  groups in Byram had c lubs  and churches  in neighboring communi t ies  

where  they w e r e  m o r e  numerous. In 1920 t h e  Poles numbered abou t  60 families.  They f i r s t  

a r r ived in l a rge  numbers in Glenville t o  work in t h e  woolen mills, a f t e r  which many se t t l ed  

in theBrooksvil lesection of Por t  Ches te r  where  they  founded a church and  socia l  club. T h e  

I tal ians had abou t  25 famil ies  in Byram at th is  t ime .  T h e r e  were  abou t  twice  th i s  number  in 

Pemberwick,  and  many m o r e  in Chickahominy and  P o r t  Chester .  During t h e  1920's abou t  

twen ty  famil ies  of Finnish origin s e t t l e d  in Byram and  Pemberwick.  Many of t h e m  w e r e  in 

t h e  construction t r ades  and  they  fo rmed  a coopera t ive  society.  

The remainder  of t h e  population in 1920 w a s  divided between t h e  Yankee e l e m e n t  and 

t h e  Irish. I t  is  more  diff icult  t o  a sce r t a in  t h e  numbers  of t h e s e  groups s ince  many Irish have  

English sounding names. I t  is c lear ,  however, t h a t  t h e  Yankee e l ement ,  including Scotch  and 

English immigrants,  has  always outnumbered t h e  Irish in Byram. Rough e s t i m a t e s  in 1920 



give t h e  Yankee group 170 t o  50 Irish families.  Most of t h e  Yankee  group maintained close 

t i e s  wi th  Por t  Ches te r .  They a t t e n d e d  t h e  Baptist ,  Congregational ,  Methodist ,  and 

Presbyter ian  churches  there .  The Episcopalians a t t ended  e i the r  t h e  P o r t  Ches te r  church o r  

St. John's Chape l  in  Pemberwick.  

Economic Prosper i ty  

The  years  following t h e  tu rn  of t h e  c e n t u r y  have  been noted  fo r  t h e  rapid growtlh in 

population, building construction,  and industry. The Byram s ide  of t h e  r iver b e c a m e  

industr ial ized in  t h e  vicinity of South Water S t ree t ' s  in tersec t ion  wi th  Division S t ree t .  Some 

of t h e s e  indust r ia l  concerns  were: t h e  New Lebanon Iron Foundry founded by Joseph Taylor,  

t h e  Hawthorne  Brass Foundry founded by John Weug, and Luder's Mar ine  Construction.  The 

Mer tz  Woodworking Mill moved i t s  opera t ions  t o  Byram in 1904 when t h e  c o n c r e t e  buildings 

st i l l  s tanding today w e r e  built on South Water S t ree t .  

O t h e r  industr ies in ex i s t ence  w e r e  sail-making, ca r r i age  making, oys ter ing  and  

fishing . One  of Byram's originai industr ies,  t h e  g ran i t e  quarry,  folded during th is  era.  The 

quarr ies  had declined in irnportance because  of t h e  sh i f t  f r o m  s t o n e  t o  c o n c r e t e  in t h e  

building industry. 

In s o m e  ways t h e  1920's w e r e  t h e  zen i th  of Byram's development.  Photographs of t h e  

business d i s t r i c t  in th is  period show a t t r a c t i v e  s t r ee t scapes  wi th  l a rge  shade t r e e s  and 

handsomely de ta i l ed  s t ructures ,  many of which st i l l  ex is t  on Mill S t ree t .  Among t h e  

merchants  and t h e i r  es tabl ishments  in those  days were  Wagner's Bakery, Cuneo's 

Confections,  Wiegand's Bott lers ,  Betz's Brewer Agents, Koshina's Mea t  Market ,  and  S te t i : ' ~  

Grocery. The t ro l ley  c a r s  ran  on t r acks  through r.,lill S t r ee t ,  Delavan a n d  R i t c h  Avenues. 
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Although Hawthorne Beach was no longer open t o  t h e  public, t h e  community was more 

than compensated by t h e  purchase of t h e  old R i t ch  quarry by t h e  Town of Greenwich in 

1920. This property became Byram Park. The increase  in population was ref lected in t h e  

overcrowding of t h e  schools. In 1925 a new Byram School was built on t h e  hilltop marking 

t h e  northwestern corner of Byram proper. I ts  d is t r ic t  comprised Byram, nor th  of t h e  

railroad, and Byram's northern extension, Pemberwick. 

An Outlook of Uncertainty 

Byram grew steadily throughout t he  1920's. This growth slowed down temporarily 

during t h e  Depression, and t he  war years, as was common everywhere in t h e  country. The 

post-war e r a  s ta r ted  a new period of physical growth and an accompanying growth of 

community self-esteem. In 1947 t h e  people finally decided t o  name t he  community 

"Byrarn", reverting t o  t h e  original name a f te r  a lmost  a hundred years of historically 

interesting, but inappropriate names. East Por t  Ches te r  would continue as t h e  F i re  

Department 's  name, New Lebanon would live on in t h e  e lementary school, and Hawthorne 

would still be  t h e  name of t h e  pr ivate  beach on Byram Shore. 

Unfortunately, Byram's s t rength as a community would not continue t o  improve fo r  

much longer due t o  forces outside of t h e  community. The coming of t h e  Connect icut  

Turnpike in the  1950's completely erased several  neighborhoods and absorbed vacant  land 

which could have been developed t o  provide homes fo r  Byram's middle class. Many had t o  

leave t he  community in order t o  obtain reasonably priced building sites. 

In spi te  of al l  i t s  credentials as a thriving community, Byram never did a t t a i n  t h e  

respectability and s ta tus  of acquiring i t s  own post office. Officials in Por t  Ches te r  and 

Greenwich continually refused to admi t  t h a t  Byram deserved a post office. In recen t  years  

t h e  social and monetary advantages of a Greenwich address have increased dramatically. A 

few years ago a number of residents in t h e  new condominium development, "Greenwich 

Hills", in Pemberwick complained about  their  mail going through Port  Chester and not  

having a Greenwich address. A poll was then taken to decide whether residents of Byram 



and those  of Pemberwick  (wi th  a Byram address)  des i red  a Byram address  w i th  mai l  going 

through Por t  C h e s t e r  o r  a Greenwich  addres s  w i th  mai l  going through Greenwich.  T h e  

resul t s  showed t h a t  a ma jo r i ty  of t h o s e  responding p re fe r r ed  Greenwich  de l ivery .  l 3  Today,  

as a resu l t  t h e r e  is  n o  Byram in t h e  legal  sense.  T h e  ques t ion  is: c a n  i t  surv ive  spiral l ing 

r ea l  e s t a t e  p r i ce s  and  t h e  e n c r o a c h m e n t  of  o f f i c e  buildings, condominiums,  and  c o m m u t e r  

t r a f f i c ?  Perhaps  i t  is  i ronic  t h a t  th is  s tudy  h a s  c o m e  at a t i m e  when s o m e  people say  the:re 

is no Byram. In fact, t h e r e  is s t i l l  a Byram,  bu t  whether  i t  surv ives  much longer as a 

recognizable  communi ty  depends  on many  variables,  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  be ing  t h e  r e s iden t s  

themselves .  

Byram's  Unique Image  

Byram is  unique in a c:omparison wi th  t h e  o t h e r  communi t i e s  in Greenwich .  I t  morre 

closely approx ima tes  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  of a s e p a r a t e ,  mul t i - funct ional  vi l lage - 

t h e  kind of c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  is c o m m o n  ou t s ide  of t h e  me t ropo l i t an  sprawl.  By mult i-  

funct ional ,  i t  is  m e a n t  t h a t  Byram has  va r i ed  uses  of land t h a t  t e n d  t o  m a k e  i t  m o r e  se l f -  

re l ian t .  T h e r e  is  a well  def ined  business d i s t r i c t ,  a n  industr ial  a r e a  a long  t h e  r iver ,  workin~g 

c lass  neighborhoods, middle  c lass  a r e a s  a n d  f inal ly a very  weal thy  s e c t i o n  a long  t h e  shore.  

Byram a l so  h a s  a spec ia l  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  is  ev ident  in i t s  physical a n d  soc ia l  makeup.  

I ts  s t r e e t  sys t em is  bo th  unique and  prac t ica l :  i'vlill S t r e e t  a n d  i t s  ex tens ions  of Delavan a n d  

R i t c h  Avenues s e r v e  a s  By ram's "Main St ree t" ,  b isec t ing  t h e  communi ty  and  providing 

a c c e s s  to neighboring areas .  Water  S t r e e t  (Nor th  a n d  South)  para l le l s  t h e  r iver  and  

in t e r sec t s  rMill S t r e e t  at i t s  busiest co rne r  while  Byrarn Road and Byram Shore  Road  provide 

a semi -c i r cumfe ren t i a l  access way to s e r v e  t h e  o u t e r  r e a c h e s  of t h e  communi ty .  The  s i d e  

s t r e e t s  a r e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  resu l t  of sma l l  anti i r regularly shaped  subdivisons which 

resul t  in many dead  end  a n d  in t e rconnec t ing  s t r e e t s ,  d i f f i cu l t  to nav iga t e ,  bu t  al lowing f o r  

an in t e re s t ing  s t r e e t s c a p e .  T h e  end resul t  is a p leasant  compromise  b e t w e e n  t h e  p rac t i ca l  

but s t anda rd  grid s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e  in t e re s t ing  but  f r u s t r a t i n g  maze .  



Byram's unique image  is also a resul t  of i t s  a rch i t ec tu re ,  al though most  s t r u c t u r e s  

would be  deemed ra the r  ordinary when considered individually. Since t h e r e  w e r e  many 

builders of varied tastes, a very  comfor tab le  mix of both  ordinary and dis t inc t ive  s t r u c t u r e s  

s e r v e  as local  landmarks. 

Finally, t h e  res idents  of Byram a r e  themselves  unique. Byram is  by f a r  t h e  mos t  

ethnically complex of Greenwich's  communit ies.  Such human connect ions  wi th  fore ign 

places and cu l tu res  is a n  added plus t o  a n y  community.  Byram res idents  t end  t o  b e  m o r e  

s t ab le  in the i r  p lace  of residence. According t o  t h e  1970 census, ou t  of a l l  of Creenwich's  

communit ies,  Byram had t h e  highest pe rcen tage  of res idents  living in t h e  s a m e  house fo r  

over 20  years,  (33.1%).14 As a result ,  i t  is no t  unusual t o  frequently hea r  of local  'scandals' 

which may have occured twen ty  years  ago. 

While i t  may be, in t h e  fu tu re ,  t h a t  Byram will become  merely  a "part" of Greenwich,  

i t  is s t i l l  a rea l  communi ty  t ry ing t o  survive in t h e  increasing facelessness  of suburbia. I t  

has  a her i tage  t h a t  is s trongly apprecia ted  by i t s  res idents  who s t eadfas t ly  mainta in  t h a t  

they  a r e  f rom Byram, and  nowhere  else! 



Recommendations -- for Further Study: Byram, Conn. 

Byram, l ike many of Connecticut's smaller cornmunities, has been fortunate to  have 

retained a well-defined sense of the past. While successive waves of home remodellers have 

eliminated patterned shingles and decorative porches, the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century streetscapes are basically intact. No high rise off ice buildings, or 

suburban shopping centers intrude upon the pre World War I1  atmosphere which pervades the 

community. 

In  reviewing our data on over f ive hundred structures, we would l ike to recommend the 

following three areas for further study. 

I. An Interstate Historic District: Factories and Worker Housing 

Historically speaking, much of Byram was developed to provide housing for the men 

and women who werct employed in  the mills and factories of nearby Port Chester, N,,Y. 

There are heavy conc:entrations of modest, late 19th c. dwellings along North and South 

Water Street, Henry, William and Church Streets, as well as on Mead Avenue. From them i t  

was but a short walk across the Byram River Bridge to one's job in  Port Chester. A number 

of dwellings retain iron newel post caps and fences which were brought home from ithe 

Abendroth Foundry on the other side of the river. 

We would l ike to suggest consideration of an Interstate Historic District, one wh~~ch  

would combine the residential areas of Byram with their "Bread & Butter" industrial 

structures i n  Port Clhester, N.Y. This might be treated as a 'Thematic,' or a 'Multiple 

Resources' Historic 1)istric:t.A final determination cannot be made unf il Port Chester 

completes i ts  Historic Resources Inventory, scheduled for the summer of 1979. 

11. The Shorefront Estates: Carriage Houses and Other Remodelled Structures -- 
The potential exists for a second, quite different Historic Distr ict along the shore. 



Many of t h e  lavish, turn  of t h e  cen tu ry  mansions have  been  demolished and  replaced  by 

simpler  s t r u c t u r e s  of con tempora ry  design. However ,  t h e  c a r r i a g e  houses a n d  o t h e r  

auxil iary s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e s e  estates, m o r e  su i t ed  in  s c a l e  t o  present  day l i f e  - s ty les ,  have  

survived and  provide a t an ta l i z ing  gl impse of a bygone era .  These  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  t o  e a r l y  

t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  s t r u c t u r e s  could b e  grouped t o g e t h e r  t o  fo rm a T h e m a t i c  o r  h.:ultiple 

Resource  His tor ic  Dis t r ic t  of cons iderable  i n t e re s t .  

An a l t e rna t ive ,  expanded approach would b e  to propose t h e  e n t i r e  Byram Shore a r e a  

(or por t ions  the reo f ) ,  and  would inc lude  a l l  of t h e  m o r e  s igni f icant  s t ruc tu re s ,  including t h e  

remaining l a r g e  mansions. Ryram C e m e t e r y  , which d a t e s  back  to t h e  1690ts, and  Byram 

Park,  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  old s t o n e  quarr ies ,  could a l s o  b e  included. 

111. Main S t r e e t  His tor ic  D i s t r i c t  

Still  ano the r  potent ia l  H i s to r i c  D i s t r i c t  is t h e  Mill S t r e e t  a r e a ,  Ryram's t h r e e  block 

"Main Street." While t h e r e  have  been  s t o r e f r o n t  a l t e r a t ions ,  t h e  bas ic  s t r u c t u r e s  have  

remained in t ac t .  Anchored to t h e  east by th ree ,  l a rge  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  c o m m e r c i a l  

buildings, t h e  row t e r m i n a t e s  at t h e  i ron br idge  leading in to  Por t  C h e s t e r ,  N.Y. 

Arch i t ec tu ra l  s t y l e s  vary f r o m  I t a l i ana t e  t o  Ar t  Deco,  a n d  include var ious  o t h e r  ea r ly  

t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  e c l e c t i c  s tyles .  



Notes  

T h e  Mianus R.iver G o r g e  Conserva t ion  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  Nat ional  Conservancy:  
F lo ra  and  Fauna  of t h e  Mianus River  G o r g e  and  Botanica l  P re se rve ,  Bedford,  
N.Y., 1927., p. 31. 

C h a r l e s  W. Baird, His tory  of R y e  1660-1870. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph 
& Co., 1871, p. 194. 

Town of Greenwich ,  Early R e c o r d s  1640-1754, p.30. 

Greenwich  (C:onn.) T i m e  15 August 195 1, p.1. 

Town of Greenwich ,  Land Records ,  Book 28, p. 40, 139. 

Ibid., Book 29', p. 50. 

Ibid., Book 34,, p. 58 1. 

Spencer  P. Mlead, Y e  His tor ie  of ye towne  of Greenwich ,  New York: Knickerbocker  
Press,  19 11, p. 24% 

Town of Greenwich ,  Land Records ,  Book 48, p. 83. 

This house, designed by Ar thu r  Rich ,  is descr ibed  on p. 103 of Vincent  3. 
Scully J r . 3  T h e  Shingle S ty le-Archi tec tura l  Theory  a n d  Design f r o m  Richardson 
t o  t h e  0 r i g i Z ;  of Wright. New Haven & London: Y a l e  Univers i ty  Press ,  1955. 

Greenwich  (Conn.) .- News. 8 Janua ry  1909, p. 1. 

Greenwich  (Conn.) Graphic.  2 J u n e  1906, p. I .  

Greenwich  (Conn.) .- 'Time. 2 July 1976, p. 10. 

U.S. Bureau of t h e  Census ,  1970 Census  of Populat ion of Housing Census  Trac ts :  
S t amford ,  Conn. SMSA, U.S. Governmen t  Pr in t ing  O f f i c e ,  Washington, D.C. 1972. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Atlas  of New York and Vicinity. New York: F. W. Beers, A. D. Ellis, & G. G. Soule, 1867. 

Baird, Char l e s  W., History of R y e  1660-1870. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., 
1871. 

Greenwich Direc tory .  New Haven: P r i ce  h Lee,  1946-1978. 

Greenwich (Conn.) Graphic,  2 J u n e  1906. 

Greenwich (Conn.) News, 8 Janua ry  1909. 

Creenwich (Conn.) Time. 1 5  August 1951; 2 July 1976. 

Greenwich,  Town of ,  Early Records,  1640- 1870. 

Greenwich,  Town o f ,  Land Records.  

Greenwich,  Town of ,  Planning and Zoning Maps. 

Greenwich,  Town of ,  Tax Assessor's Records .  

Lynch, Kevin, The Image of t h e  City. Cambridge:  Technology Press and Harvard  
University Press,  1960. 

Map of Creenwich and Stamford ,  Miller,  Robbins, J r .  & Co., 1890. 

Map of Por t  C h e s t e r ,  N.Y ., on f i l e  in Por t  C h e s t e r  Library, 188 1. 

Mead, Spencer P., Y e  His tor ie  of y e  towne of Greenwich. New York: Knickerbocker Press,  
1911. 

The Mianus River  Gorge  Conservation C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  National  Conservancy,  F lora  and 
Fauna of  t h e  Mianus River Gorge  and  Botanical  Preserve.  Bedford, N.Y., 1967. 

Miller, R o b e r t  B. Lyon Memorial  - New York Families. Det ro i t :  Press of William Graham 
Print ing Company,  1907. 

Panoramic  Map o f  Por t  Ches te r ,  N. Y. D. H. Bailey & Co., 1882. 

Proper ty  At l a s  of  "Lower" Fairf ield County ,  Connecticut .  Philidelphia: Franklin Survey 
Co., 1938, Vol. I. 



Richmond's Di rec tory  of Po r t  Ches t e r  and  Rye ,  N. Y., Greenwich, East  Por t  C h e s t e r  and  
Cos  Cob. Conn. Ylonkers: W. L. Richmond. 1912-1924. 

Scully, Vincent J. Jr., The  Shingle Style-Architectural  Theory and Design f rom Richardson 
t o  t h e  origins of Wright. New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 1955. 

Turner's Di rec tory  of Greenwich,  Po r t  Ches t e r ,  Rye ,  Harrison, and Mamaroneck.  Yonk'ers: 
W. L. Richmond, 1890-19 1 1. 

U. S. Bureau of t h e  Census, 1970 Census  of I'opulation and Housing, Census Tracts :  - 
Stamford,  Conn. SMSA. U. S. Government  Printing Office.  




